
News & Views from County Cllr Carolyn Thomas 
Tel: 01352 770946   Carolyn.thomas@flintshire.gov.uk

A5104 Ffordd Corwen – Introduction of a speed limit through Treuddyn Community – Latest Information
At the end of January I was told  that Flintshire Highways Department are now working on the review and they are 
hoping to soon be able to carry out the usual pre-order consultation with me as the local Member and the Police.  
Following these pre-order consultations, and positive responses, the order will be drafted and passed to the Legal 
department for advertisement, which will allow all interested parties to either support or object to the draft Traffic 
Regulation Order.  This will be when the Community Council and you, as residents have an opportunity to comment.  After 
this period, the actual implementation of any new speed limit is normally a minimum of 8 – 12 weeks from the date of the 
commencement of the advertising period.  As I had not heard anything, I asked for another update and was told they 
are now at the point where they can formally consult on the proposals with me as Local Member and North Wales Police. 
Comments will be fed back into the process and we will then advertise the Traffic Regulation Orders associated with the 
proposals. I am told the officer handling this will be back from annual leave after Easter and will contact me then.

Allocation of Funding for Education – I am part of a group looking at ways of increasing this, 
hoping to decrease the amount of central spending and get more into the schools. There has 
been an increase in allocation of £25 per pupil in the budget as a result of the work of the schools 
budget forum but there is a lot more work to be done.  I often get told the Authority is like a slow 
show that takes a while to turn – hope it doesn’t meet an iceberg! 

As a County Councillor, I can put forward proposals that affect the County as a whole and can represent views of residents to 
try to change policies and allocation of budgets. An example of some of these in the Lifelong Learning Directorate are:  

Area Community Beat Manager, PC Darren Jones, Tel: 07896172064  
Non emergency Police number 101. Crime stopper number 0800 555 111 (anon info)  
Flintshire County Council: 01352 752121. Housing Officer: 01352 701633. 

Church Walk – The Community Council and residents 
had a site meeting on Saturday 20th March to discuss the 
stile, disability access and maintenance of the footpath 
and surrounding area.  Views were voiced and the 
Community Council will discuss the issue formally at the 
next TCC meeting on 14th April and record the collective 
view. 
Over the past year, FCC Highways department have done 
some repair and maintenance work but their budget is 
limited.  I suggested that we could contact the 
Countryside service who has a grant funded footpaths 
officer looking at areas such as this that need sympathetic 
restoration, more considered improvement work, possibly 
using Rural Development Plan grant money available 
through Cadwyn Clwyd.  The area by the Church is a 
Conservation area, giving it a degree of protection and 
the trees are covered by Tree Preservation Orders. 

Funding of Play areas. I proposed that an allocation is made in the budget to help with match 
funding for replacing worn out play equipment.  At the moment irreparable ones are removed on 
health and safety grounds and not replaced.  Community Councils cannot afford to replace them 
without grants and FCC play division has no money in their budget.  I am aware that FCC want to 
assess all play areas as they believe there are too many and are not sustainable so I will be 
keeping an eye on this and make sure ours in our Community are not included in any 
decommissioning proposals. 

Hire of Youth Halls – The youth hall is on the 
school campus but if the schools or playgroups 
want to use the room for activities they have to 
hire it from the Youth Service, they cannot just 
use it when they like. The Youth Service hire it at 
a loss so want to increase the charge, the schools 
and groups cannot afford to hire it now at the 
subsidised rate and if it is increased Treuddyn 
Under 5’s Playgroup will struggle to survive.  I am 
asking FCC to find a solution that will help 
everyone, this not only effects Treuddyn but also 
15 playgroups and many other community groups 
across Flintshire. 

Hafan Deg – A metal fence, similar to this will 
be put in place over the next few weeks. 
between Hafan Deg sheltered 
accommodation and the access path to the 
Queen Street recreational area  Access will 
still be possible through the kissing gate but 
bikes will not be able to get through to the 
Hafan Deg area. It is taking a little longer to 
get made up because of the sloping gound. 

I have asked for the 
limestone chippings to be 
removed from the Hafan 
Deg complex. These did 
the job during the icy 
weather but are now 
lingering and look a mess.



Pennaf Housing development, Ffordd y Rhos, Treuddyn – At the time of writing this – 
it has still not been resolved.  The allocation of the Welsh Assembly Grant to Pennaf 
expires at the end of March and so Pennaf and FCC are desperate to resolve the issues.  
Pennaf want the grant from WAG and FCC want the money from the sale of land. I am 
trying to make sure it is not of detriment to Treuddyn which has problems with sewerage 
and lack of facilities. The issues are complicated and many, and should have been looked 
into properly before the urgent deadline. If I had been consulted before the proposed sale 
deadline I could have let FCC be aware of all the issues I had been researching when last 
consulted 12 months prior.  AI discovered a legal agreement between Welsh Water and 
Flintshire County Council was set up where a commuted sum would be given from the sale 
of the land and equally match funded by Welsh Water to improve the treatment works in 
Treuddyn.  I have now been told by FCC that this is not legally binding and they do not 
have to do this because of a High Court ruling when a developer won a court battle saying 
that the utilities company have to legally provide provision without cost to the applicant. 
Welsh Water argue that the agreement still stands and that if FCC Planning department 
agree the development can go ahead, against the advice of Welsh Water, without any 
provision being made then FCC have acted unlawfully.  I was told by Pennaf and FCC that 
if the money was commuted it would only be enough to increase the sewerage capacity for 
the new houses, but Welsh Water have now told me it would be enough to significantly 
improve the facility. I have also had conflicting advice about local housing need but have 
been told that because land has been allocated for housing in the Alyn and Deeside Plan 
and UDP there is nothing I can do about it. The proposal includes using the land allocated 
for cemetery expansion which has caused a lot of concern for residents and also 
conflicting advice. It is still allocated in the UDP as a Community facility. Normally when a 
development of 6 or more houses takes place a commuted sum can be made for play 
provision but I was told from Pennaf that there would be no money left for this if they have 
to use funds for increasing the treatment works. 

I thought I would explain just in case anyone is confused and 
hasn’t met me yet or believe there is one person being Clerk, 
Community Councillor, County councillor and running a bus 
company! There are actually two Carolyn Thomas’s.  I am the 
Carolyn Thomas on the left and am your County Councillor.  I 
also sit on Treuddyn Community Council and Llanfynydd 
Community Council, Pontybodkin ward.  This came about 
because where I live in Pontybodkin is divided between 
Llanfynydd Community Council and Treuddyn Community 
Council and I wanted to help the whole area.  I also produce 
the Llanfynydd and District newsletter.  I became Treuddyn 
County Councillor approx 2 years ago.  The other Carolyn 
Thomas, also known as `Kay’ is the new clerk of Treuddyn 
Community Council and is also clerk of Llanfynydd 
Community Council, she runs the Four Girls bus company. 
We both live in Pontybodkin.  The Clerk works on behalf of the 
Community Council writing agendas, recording minutes of 
meetings, sending emails, letters and telephoning people.  

The two Carolyn Thomas’s on a site 
meeting! 

Moles – These are consistently a huge problem in the area. I am led to believe this is 
due to the wet weather.  Normally, they go further underground looking for worms, 
especially during dry periods, but because of all the rain, the worms are nearer the 
surface. The County Council did not respond to repeated requests last year and the 
Clerk is now looking at employing somebody on behalf of the Community Council to deal 
with them.

Regarding The red post box that was stolen from by 
Lodge Villas along FFordd Corwen The post office were 
waiting to see if the post box would turn up somewhere but 
as there has been no news, they are looking to put a new one 
there. It could take another 8 weeks but it has been ordered. 

A red diary was found in Treuddyn Village Hall. It was handed in by the Young Farmers group 
which followed the Salsa dancing on a Tuesday evening. Tel: 770946 

Flooding on FFordd yr Odyn near 
the junction with Mynydd Du.  I had 
a site meeting with Highways and 
they will be putting in drainage 
pipes to a culvert to divert the 
water off the road as soon as 
funds are available. 




